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Operator:  Good day, everyone.  Welcome to the International Rescue Committee Briefings From the Field: “Struggling to Survive:  How is the IRC Responding to the Iraq Refugee Crisis?”  
My name is Jason and I’ll be the operator facilitating the call.  Please note that today’s call is being recorded.  
At this time, I’d like to turn the call over to the IRC’s vice president of development, Ms. Janet Harris.
Janet Harris:  Welcome.  This is Janet Harris.  Welcome to our Briefings From the Field.  This is the seventh in a series created especially for you, the supporters and friends of the International Rescue Committee.
Today, our conversation is going to revisit the fastest growing humanitarian crisis in the world.  There are Iraqis displaced within their country.  They’ve become refugees across the borders in the region, and they are beginning to be resettled in the United States.
The last time we spoke to you about this issue was back in June 2007, and we were honored to have our moderator, Gideon Rose, with us at the time.  Today Gideon is going to walk us through the current developments in the situation, and we’re going to have a conversation with several people who we hope will be of great interest to you.  
There’s about 75 or 80 of you registered for this call.  You come from across the nation and support and take interest in IRC in many ways.  We want to have a conversation with you, so get your questions ready.  At the end of the period, about 20 minutes, we’ll take your questions both by e-mail and also online, and you’ll get instructions about that later in the call.
Our purpose today is to educate, advocate and donate to this worthy cause.  Our conversation partners are our moderator Gideon Rose, managing director of “Foreign Affairs Magazine” and a very generous supporter to the IRC.  
Welcome, Gideon.
Gideon Rose:  Thank you.  We’re also honored to have Fuwad Jawad, who is a native of Baghdad.  He went to the University of Baghdad College of Agriculture and just recently told me that he got a further degree in English Literature in 2001.  He’s here at the IRC with his wife, Maysoon.
Fuad worked for the Ministry of Irrigation and from the mid-‘90s on until just a few years ago, worked with the United Nations on the infamous Oil for Food program.  In 2004, he began working with Lucent Technologies and Motorola in Iraq.  And last October 2007, Maysoon and Fuad came to Elizabeth, New Jersey, and now are residents of the United States.  And we welcome them here.  We worked closely with them through our resettlement office in Elizabeth, New Jersey.
We also have two members of the IRC Commission on Iraqi Refugees with us.  They went to the region in mid-February, and we’re going to hear a good deal about their observations.  They are the eyes and ears of our donors and supporters, and so we’re anxious to hear their comments.
Welcome, Maureen White.  Maureen is the co-chair of the IRC Overseers, and she’s also a national finance chairman for Hillary Clinton for President.  Maureen has a great deal of experience with the United Nations and with UNICEF, and we’re anxious to hear what her observations are about the situation along the border of Iraq.
George Biddle is our senior vice president at the IRC and oversees all of our international and resettlement programs.  
Without further ado, welcome to all of you.  And, Gideon, I’m going to turn the conversation over to you.
Gideon Rose:  Thank you very much.  As usual, I’m the least interesting person on the call, so I’ll try and keep my comments as short as possible.  Whatever you’re doing with the IRC there’s always this depression and uplift at the same time.  Depression at the scale and nature of the problems they have to confront and uplift at what this wonderful organization is doing about them, even if it’s only a drop in the bucket of a larger – a larger human catastrophe at issue.
Today we’re really fortunate to have a wonderful panel of people to address the Iraqi refugee situation, so let’s just jump right in.  I’m sure that many of you were on our last call in which we got us a status report on the Iraqi refugee crisis and how the IRC was helping to deal with it.  So let’s start out with an update from George Biddle on how events over the last year in Iraq have affected the refugee situation and what the general scope of the refugee problem is.  George, why don’t you give us a brief little overview of what that is.
George Biddle:  Sure.  Thanks, Gideon.  It’s – the numbers are emphasized, but there is somewhere between 1.5 million and 2 million Iraqis who have fled their country and now reside primarily in Jordan and Syria, as well as in some other capitals in the Middle East and the Gulf.  One thing that we were very interested in assessing during our visit to the region was whether the reports coming out of the press internationally and domestically in November that indicated that large numbers of Iraqis were actually returning to Iraq was in fact the case.
What we learned in conversations with a large number of Iraqis on the ground and in discussions with diplomats in the U.N. is that in fact, that was an overstated story from the press and the media and somewhat brought on by the encouragement of the Iraqi government that things were moving in the direction that would allow for the safe and voluntary return of refugees.  In fact, there is still an outflow from Iraq to these countries.  The borders have been tightened both by Syria and Jordan, which has slowed the exodus, but the fact remains that there are between 1.5 and 2 million refugees living in very difficult circumstances in Jordan and Syria, which we can discuss in greater length as we continue.
Gideon Rose:  That’s great.  Thank you, George.  Fuad  and Maysoon, you’ve experienced this crisis from the inside as it were, and you’re still grappling with it not just in your memories and personal experiences but in your own family connections.  Why don’t you tell us a little bit about your experiences and enlighten us as to the human dimensions and all this.
Fuad Jawad:  Thank you.  First of all, I would like to thank all our friends in IRC for giving us such opportunity.  And all our friends, donors, that they are doing a great – a great job to really convey us from harm to home.
Actually, after we suffered in Iraq from threatening many times through letters and to the phones call, we fled to Amman.  I and my wife Maysoon – Maysoon, she holds a Master’s degree in Social Science – and I, as briefed before, I have two Bachelor degrees – we fled to Amman with our younger daughter.  Our younger daughter was attending a Thursday class, Civil Engineering in Baghdad.  She has left her university.
We have left our job and our friends, our relatives, and we fled to Amman.  In Amman, we spent more than one year without working, without studying for my daughter, and you know, in Amman, we are not entitled to work, we are not entitled to study in their public universities or – and although I – at that time, I applied for the United Nations because my background, also, I worked for the United Nations for eight years during the Security Council Resolution 986.  We implemented that on Iraq, which called the Oil for Food and Medicine.  And they really selected me, but when they knew that I am seeking for resettlement for another country, they said, “We are sorry because maybe in a few months, already you will leave.”
Anyway, after we all – of course, we suffered a lot during that most at more than one year.  And then we traveled to the United States due to the USRAP – United States Refugee Admissions Program – and we resettled in Elizabeth in New Jersey.  But the most effective point and the most problem now we suffer that we left our elder daughter with my son-in-law and my grandchild in Jordan.  They could not join us here.  I don’t know what was the problem.  I knew that the U.S. refugee program covered all people who work with the U.S. government and U.S. military and the companies affiliated with them and their also families.
Anyway, we are – we have been here since five months, and of course, our – sorry, my daughter and my son-in-law and their young baby, they also after us threatened and left Iraq to join us in Amman after a few days.  And they are now in Amman.  We arrived the end of October 2007 here in the United States.  And really, we are amazing how we received from – beginning from the airport and up to now – how we received the all assistance, all help, all welcome issues from the IRC.
Actually, (the only) – we have never believed that we can get here and immediately received us from the airport, took us to a furnished apartment with the – and equipped with all that we need, even a rich hot meal of dinner they provided us.  Yes, I – really, really – I would like to appreciate and to thank – deeply thank and highly appreciate all the people our friend working with IRC, working in the IRC, and all those people who maybe we can call them the unknown soldiers, that they provide and donor the IRC for their work.  They are really, really bring us from harm to home.
And now, we feel that we are at home.  But our problem – of my daughter – this is the problem.  If somebody can help us, there will be no problem we face.  Thank you.
Gideon Rose:  Maysoon, do you want anything to add or …
Maysoon:  He told the same story we faced.  Now we feel we are at home, really.  But how can we be so safe and we miss our daughter?  That’s our problem.  And we are thankful for your help and your support, and we hope that you will support us to join our family again.  Thank you.
Gideon Rose:  Thank you.  
Maureen, you were over in the region as part of an IRC delegation in Jordan, and there you met, among others, with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.  You toured the IRC’s operations out there.  What was your take on any or all aspects of the things you saw in your trip?
Maureen White:  Well, thank you, Gideon.  We did have a very important and hardworking delegation that went to Syria and Jordan, and we spent some of our time talking to government officials, most notably President al-Assad with whom we spent an hour.  And the purpose of that was to understand, from the government’s perspective, what they saw and thought of the refugee situation.
But of course, I think it’s – I think I speak for all members of the delegation to say that the most insightful, the most informative, and the most heartbreaking part of the trip was the time we spent visiting with Iraqi refugees themselves, who were in their homes at the – at refugee centers.  What I think we all must understand about this situation is that these Iraqi refugees are urban refugees, which is a different phenomenon than what most of us understand to be the refugee plight.
They aren’t living in camps.  They aren’t huddled alone in camps.  They are actually – they fled Iraq with their savings – some savings, some supplies – many years ago.  They found rented accommodation, so they have a roof over their head, in a manner of speaking, but often it’s not much of one (in offered).  It’s under very overcrowded circumstances.
They – they are in a situation which leads us to call them a hidden problem.  Because they’re not visible to many people, they’re certainly not visible to the international community, but their suffering is very real.  And probably the greatest part of their suffering is that they have no sense of the future.  They live in this unimaginable limbo.  There is no way out.
The only options are to return home, which is either unsafe or undesirable.  They could resettle, but even those – the countries that are taking Iraqi refugees are very few, and the numbers are very small compared to the size of the 2 million, 1.5 million size of the population.  And they can’t really remain either, because the Syrian and the Jordanian countries, while they’ve taken them in for temporary accommodation, don’t really want them there permanently.  Remember, Syria and Jordan already have a large Palestinian refugee population.  They don’t want another permanent institutionalized refugee population.
So these 1.5 million to 2 million people living in Amman and Damascus, they can’t work, they can’t get healthcare, they can’t get their children educated, they themselves can’t get educated.  They are simply sitting and waiting.  They have no status, no legal – no legal recourse.  They have nothing.
And it is the despair that comes with feeling trapped, with no way out, no way to a better condition, which creates this cloud of true heartbreaking sadness over them and their lives.  They have all seen or suffered themselves from torture or physical abuse while they were in Iraq, and they suffer now from very high degrees of mental illness and depression and – I know.
Gideon Rose:  Another – OK, George.  Tell us what the IRC is doing to at least alleviate in part this problem or this – can you survey what the IRC’s programs are so we know how our organization is actually making things a little bit less bleak.
George Biddle:  Sure.  We’re taking a three-pronged approach to this – through our international efforts, through our assistance to Iraqis coming in to the United States, and also through our advocacy efforts in Washington, Europe and beyond.
Taking it overseas, we’ve been operating in Jordan now for about a year and currently have a number of terrific both international and local partners who are providing an array of services.  We got community centers that provide cash assistance, the distribution of needed goods for refugees, counseling both on a psychological basis and as it relates to finding some mode of earning an income, and they also have referral centers so that the refugees can find support among government and international agencies that the IRC is not able to supply directly itself.
We’ve also supporting informal education and the education system to bring Iraqi children in to the Jordanian school system so that they can access education during what is an undetermined amount of time that they will be away from their own homes and their own school system.
Lastly, we’re working with community-based organizations to make sure that local populations affected by the refugees in Jordan and the communities that are bringing them in can work in tandem together to make the lives of Iraqi refugees as sustainable, as decent as possible, while also supporting community members that are working with them in the context of what is a lot of pressure on these countries.
You have to think about – we talk about the numbers, but if you do just step back for one brief moment and you think of 500,000 refugees entering a country the size of Jordan, which has a population of about 6 million, you’re talking an enormous percentage of people living in that – in that small country of Jordan.  In the case of Syria, you have population of about 19 million, and you have an estimated refugee population of 1 million to 1.5 million.  Again, this is over 5 percent of the population, so it’s straining the social resources of these countries.
And we’re trying to alleviate some of that burden with both direct assistance and community-based assistance.  We’re also working with the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights – excuse me – U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees in Syria, and this is a country that’s very difficult to be registered in as an – as a non-profit organization to do direct assistance.  And we are providing support to them in terms of both child protection and also working to bring someone in to help specifically with women’s issues.
Lastly, even though this is not the focus of this discussion, we have begun operating inside of Iraq again where there are another 2 million internally displaced Iraqis struggling within their own country.  We’ve opened up our operations in the north, in Irbil, and have begun working with local partners also in the central region and in the southern region of the country.  A lot of community centers that we’re supporting that distribute needed goods, that provide referrals to other services.  Specifically, we’re also working in the education sector, helping to rebuild schools and bring displaced children inside of Iraq back into the school system, even though the school system is overburdened in those locations where children have fled to.
Here in the United States, we’re assisting Iraqi refugees on a number of levels through our traditional programs that Fuad  described, but we’re also augmented with specific support with psychosocial counseling for them, as well as longer-term employment support, so that we can augment what we traditionally get in our – in our government support.
And perhaps lastly, and most importantly, we have been very strenuous advocates working here in the United States in Washington.  We worked very closely with Senator Kennedy’s office to get an amendment path to the Defense Authorization Bill, which both increased the allotment of special immigrant visas – these are visas made available to people who worked for the United States or U.S. companies or the Armed Forces in Iraq to bring them into the United States.  We helped to – Senator Kennedy with that legislation – to increase the numbers from 500 annually up to 5,000, which is significant.  And when you add the dependents to those individuals, you – you’re looking at an extra 10,000 to 15,000 Iraqis that can build a new life here in the United States, as they are in real danger for their lives should they return to their own country.
And we’ve just come back from our mission overseas.  The commission has issued a report that’s gotten some coverage in the press.  We’re planning to increase that, and we’ve had a number of high-level meetings with administration and congressional figures here, as well as with figures in the British government and also high-level European Union officials.  So we’re not limiting our advocacy just to decide in the Atlantic.  This requires an international response that will involve U.S. in a leadership role critically, but also the European countries and the wealthy Gulf States and the Iraqi government itself.
Gideon Rose:  Great.  Thank you very much.  OK, so, you know, at this point, we’re going to turn to our – to our general audience out there so that you guys can ask Fuad  and Maureen and George questions of your own.  Let me – we’re going to give you instructions on how to do so.  But first, let me kick off a question of mine.
Actually, hold on one second.  Do we do the – who’s going to give the instructions on how they ask questions?  I should.  OK.
Janet Harris:  Why don’t you ask your question now?
Gideon Rose:  OK, well, why don’t I ask my question first?  Fuad , tell us a bit about the – when you were in Jordan and when you were in the – in among the population of refugees, there – what obviously have been refugees there from different categories – in effect, some people left 2003, some people left 2005, some people left 2007.  What was it that led different people to leave at different times?  Was it just sort of an individual decision or the classes of people?  And did those, as it were, waves of refugees keep together or mix or was it all – and do they have individual and unique problems?  Or they all become part of the same group of people after the fact?
Fuad Jawad:  Indeed, I don’t think that they have became all one part of it that come in that community.  But I think the majority of them, they fled Iraq after, let us say – I mean in 2006 and before or little bit before – the majority because you know the situation became very worse and the crisis of that situation improved.  Most of the people I have seen there about similar like me, (you know what I mean)?  Most of them are educated, cultured, and they live – they have left all their jobs, their college, and so on.
Really, in the poor areas and they were just downtown Amman, there are, I heard, sometimes I saw some families are very, very, very – in very low standard of living.  Actually, I and some people are surrounding me at that area of living in Jordan, we could help ourselves.  We could support ourselves from our previous working with the United Nations, with other companies with America.  I also worked with American company Motorola and Lucent Technologies.  So we could move our life and support it during this one year.
But there are a lot of Iraqis.  There are a high number of Iraqis living in Jordan in poverty and have very low standard.  And I have seen some of them.  I saw some of them in downtown Amman.
Gideon Rose:  Now, if a lot of people left because of sectarian fighting, were those divisions replicated in Jordan?  In other words, was there conflict along sectarian lines among the refugee population, as well as inside Iraq?
Fuad Jawad:  Actually, I don’t think so.  In Iraq, the conflict really is not a sectarian conflict.  Crazy, this is my idea.  I’m sorry.  That is not my – I am here, but my son-in-law, which I’d love now to join me, he is Sunni.
This is – really, this is not a fact, but there are many hands provide some people, provide maybe political.  It is political, but they use very uneducated people, you know.  Any society, they have many levels of people, maybe uneducated and unenlightened, and those parties can use them whatever they pay them or they can convince them to do such crisis, let us say.  So indeed, I don’t think that the crisis is really sectarian, between Sunni and Shi’ite, let’s just say honestly and frankly.  But it is political.
Gideon Rose:  OK.
Fuad Jawad:  And I think it takes time.  It takes a long time.  It takes a long time.
Gideon Rose:  At this point, let’s start and open to our audience over the phone.  You can ask questions by pressing star, one on your phone, and you’ll be placed in the queue.  To minimize background noise if you’re listening on speakerphone or in a group, can the person asking the question please use the handset, identify yourself, and we’ll go forward from there.  So at this point, it’s over to the audience for questions.
OK, while we’re waiting for questions to come up, George, have you seen in the IRC’s operations over time different needs of different refugee populations?
George Biddle:  You mean in the context of this crisis.
Gideon Rose:  Yes.
George Biddle:  Well, I think what Maureen said is something that we really have to emphasize.  The thing that has impressed me in a – in a – in a very sad way about this crisis is the level of extreme violence that the refugees have experienced, either directly within their family, themselves, personally, or being a witness to it.
The U.N. Refugee Agency estimates 70 percent of the refugees in Syria and Jordan experienced traumatic levels of violence themselves or within their families.  And so when you compound the fact that these refugees cannot legally work, do not have access to proper healthcare, have expended their savings living in apartments that are increasingly in disrepair without heat and without adequate living condition, compound this with the trauma and the level of depression that they’re experiencing, you are dealing with a very serious number of issues that need to be addressed aggressively by the international community.
So we’re looking at a really wide array of challenges, and we’re trying to address those both ourselves and through our support of the international community.  And what is critically needed is at a very bare minimum is a lot more money to assist both the U.N. and the NGOs that want to help this population of over 1.5 million people.
Gideon Rose:  OK.  Let’s go to the phones now.  For our first question from the outside.
Operator:  Yes, as a reminder, please press star one if you’d like to ask a question.  Also be sure and depress the mute function or make sure your mute function is turned off on your phone to allow your signal to reach our equipment.
We’ll take our first question from Candance Carroll.
Candance Carroll:  I have two related questions.  It seems to me that almost nobody in America knows about all these refugees.  And I wondered first of all, to the extent that people do know, do you find that they resist wanting to help them and resist giving to them because they think that they are the enemy?
And my second related question is – has the IRC or other groups made any effort to tap into the anti-war movement?  I mean, you know, these people are refugees because of what America did.  It seems to me that America has a big responsibility to them, and it seems to me that most of the people that are against the war would understand that.
Gideon Rose:  Well, you’re absolutely right, first of all, that this is a very unseen crisis.  And part of that is because I think, specifically in terms of the government, don’t want to completely admit that this crisis is evolving in the way it has because it showed that there are challenges that have come out of the invasion of Iraq.
What we found in terms of Americans is that either they are not aware of the crisis, or if they are, there is a certain distance many people want to place between the crisis and the humanitarian reality.  They may be more comfortable addressing the situation in Darfur because they see ourselves in the independent role coming in to aid others.  In this case, we are part of what caused this crisis, and they really – and I think there’s a bit of internal shame and therefore a lack of mobilization at some level.
That having been said, we are trying to obviously raise the profile of this through the media, through our advocacy and other methods, so that Americans do speak out more aggressively around the need to uphold what is our long-standing tradition of assisting refugees and the persecuted around the world, including in situations where we were actively involved in a military effort, and Vietnam is one case where there was much more active role by U.S. Agency for International Development providing assistance in Vietnam during the war and enormous effort to resettle hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese as the war ended from both sides of the isle, Democrats and Republicans working together.
In terms of the anti-war movement, we try to keep the humanitarian dimension of this crisis separate from the strong feelings that bring partisanship or war or anti-war feeling to the fore.  We want people to recognize whether they’re Republican or Democrat, pro- or anti-war, that this is America’s responsibility regardless of how you view the conflict in Iraq.  And so, what we want to do is raise that humanitarian dimension to a level where people, where decision makers and other actors feel compelled to respond effectively.
Gideon Rose:  OK.  Let’s go back to the phones.
Operator:  Thank you.  We’ll take our next question from Davis Albohm.
Davis Albohm:  Hi, everybody.  My question is – you touched on this a little before, but has the legislation that will permit additional Iraqi refugees to enter the United States – has that passed?  And do you expect America to reach its goal in 2008 after missing it by so much in 2007?
George Biddle:  Let me jump in, and if any of my colleagues want to join me – the legislation did pass.  It’s an amendment to the Defense Authorization Bill which has passed.  There are two different types of ways that Iraqis can enter the United States.  One is through our annual resettlement program that Fuad  described.  The target for this year is 12,000 Iraqi refugees, which is a woefully low number in our opinion, but nonetheless, that needs to be met.
Right now, it looks as though that number will be very difficult to reach.  The – there are increasing arrivals of Iraqis to the United States, but whether the State Department and the Department of Homeland Security, who work together to bring refugees in, will meet their 12,000 target is unclear at this stage.  I’m not confident they will, and it’s like – unlikely they will meet it.
The other is this special immigrant visa process which passed in December.  And one of the things that we’re very concerned about is there’s not adequate funding for the State Department or the Department of Homeland Security to ramp up their operations to undertake this.  In this particular instance, the process is managed by the Consular Affairs Section of the State Department.
And to be able to interview and bring folks who work for the U.S. in whatever capacity – for the military, for the government, for companies, even for the media – requires more staffing and more support.  So we’re pushing with appropriations committees on the Hill to be aware of this, and working with the State Department to try and make sure that they ramp up appropriately, they’ll undertake this task.
Again, I would be very surprised if we saw the 5,000 visas and their dependent family members, which could bring us another 15,000 Iraqis net during this fiscal year, which ends September 30th.
OK.  Remember, folks, it’s star one on your phone to ask a question and get in the queue.
Let me take one now to Maureen.  Maureen, you’re both connected politically.  What’s – for the followup on George’s answer there, what do you see the role of the whole refugee question being in the campaign and as importantly in the early stages of the next administration?  And what’s the real challenge politically at this point?
Maureen White:  Well, sadly, there’s been a woeful lack of interest in the refugee problem, certainly in proportion to the crisis as we see it during this political campaign.  We know – we well know that the refugees have no natural constituency, you know.  The natural constituency of refugees is other refugees or people who care.  It’s not a large political base that any politician can tap into or any politician can feel obligated to appease.
So at this – at this point in the campaign, it’s – it was very unrealistic to expect the issue – humanitarian issues such as the Iraqi refugee crisis to place a huge role in the debate on foreign policy.  Having said that, I think that our hope right now, as advocates for refugees and advocates for the Iraqi refugees, is to do as much as we can to lay the groundwork within the campaigns – the (leading) campaigns – the McCain campaign, the Clinton campaign and the Obama campaign – to lay the groundwork within their campaign and with their staff to lay the groundwork in Washington, D.C. from USCID, the State Department, to continue to advocate and educate amongst the American population, whether it’s amongst elite – opinion makers, news advocates and editorial pages, or just generally opinion makers in this country, and also to enlighten the population or the populace as a whole, so that if in – if or when we have a new administration, they will be well prepared day one to begin to implement some kind of policy.
It’s clear to me that all the major candidates know this is the problem and know that they are responsible for it.  You know, we the United States, as George referenced, are complicit if not wholly responsible for this, you know, huge refugee crisis.  And our moral obligation is very, very serious.  And I’m quite confident that each of the candidates knows and understands that.
So our – sadly, I think we will have to wait to see a major initiative from the U.S. government on this, but we can do an awful lot in the next months to educate and prepare for a change.
Gideon Rose:  OK, back to the phones.
Operator:  Yes, once again, that is star one to ask a question.  We’ll go now to Peter Novick.
Peter Novick:  Hi.  I’m wondering what would be the ideal conditions in Iraq that would enable the refugees to come back home?
Gideon Rose:  Fuad , you want to take this?  What, if anything, could change on the ground in Iraq that would lead a number of the refugees, either in Jordan or maybe even some of them over here now, to go back?
Fuad Jawad:  Actually, it is very difficult to answer such question.  But, of course, the political and this situation should be settled.  And then the Iraqi can be returned back.  I think the solution is within the political parties themselves in Iraq.
I don’t think that is related to the United States government or any other party.  It is – they should be – they should be sitting together and they should solve their problems.  Then, everything will be settled.  And I think, as I said before, it will take a long time until they realize – all the parties – they realize that they should sit together and judge the country.
Gideon Rose:  OK.  I’m waiting for some more questions from the field.  George, what – you talked about what the IRC was doing.  What could the IRC be doing if it had even more resources?  Are the things that you have sort of waiting to green light, but you just don’t have the – I mean what – is what you would do with more resources simply to ramp up the scale of the existing operations or are there new kinds of projects or different things that you would do if you had greater resources?
George Biddle:  Sure.  I mean, well, there are two things that we would be able to do.  Yes, we’d be able to ramp up we’re currently doing, and there certainly is a shortage of funds as it relates not just to the IRC but even our implementing partners and other actors within the U.N. system that are trying to help refugees on so many levels.  But there’s no question that the various sectors that we work in, we could be supporting health ministries in the two primary countries of Syria and Jordan as they try and ramp up their own health ministries and local clinics to support refugees.  We could support the education systems more effectively.  Again, the infrastructure of Jordan and Syria is exceedingly strained by the number individuals that are now entering into what was originally designed for a smaller population base.
And lastly, there is an issue related to protection of women and protection of violence against women.  They are the most vulnerable in some of these circumstances, and we want to make sure that we can develop partnerships both at the local community level, at the regional or national level in these countries, and with local NGOs in the UN system to ensure that single women, especially those alone and some with small families, have the kind of protection both on a human rights level, as well as opportunities that they may need for service provisions in this – in this crisis.  So those are three – education, health and protection of women.
Gideon Rose:  So there you have it.  You don’t get a tote bag, but you get more help to people who really need it.  With that, let me turn it back over to Nancy.
Janet Harris:  Janet.
Gideon Rose:  It’s Nancy.  So – all right, then.
Janet Harris:  Anyway – too many of us in the room.
Thank you so much for joining us today.  The – this has been a very interesting and moving discussion that we’ve had.  We really appreciate all of you joining us from across the country.  I hope we’ve hit first base to educate you and to inform you more deeply about the crisis within Iraq and across the borders, and for the people here like Fuad’s family waiting to reunite with their families here in the United States.  So I hope we’ve done that.
Now we’d like to ask your partnership on a couple of other things.  We’d like you to help advocate for the IRC and for the Iraqi refugees.  Please, all of you go to our Web site, www.theirc.org.  And what you’ll see when you go to the home page is a take-action button on the right side of our home page.  And you’ll scroll down to a button that says, “Iraqi Action.  Help Millions of Iraqi Refugees.”
And there, what you’ll find is a humanitarian pledge to call on President Bush, members of Congress, and the presidential candidates to do more in three areas:  A, first, to strengthen the humanitarian assistance to the region; B, to support the relief and rebuilding within the country that can be the base development of Iraq; and, C, third, to increase the U.S. admissions and expedite the resettlement of vulnerable Iraqi refugees.  All of these topics we’ve touched on today, and we need your voice to join with the International Rescue Committee to achieve that.
Then finally, because you’re all such wonderful supporters of the IRC, I’m going to ask you to continue to support us.  We really appreciate the donations that you make to the IRC, the way you speak out with us on behalf of the people that we assist.  Your unrestricted support allows us to have independent movement and make decisions about our programs free from strategies of government forces, especially in this case of Iraq.  You allow us to be on the forefront of crises and to meet the problems head-on.
So your funds and your support will help us assist the families like Maysoon and Fuad  who are here today.  And thank you so much for being with us.  And it helps families in 25 countries around the world.  Thank you again for joining us – Maureen, George, Maysoon and Fuad .  And, Gideon, thanks for moderating this call.  Thank you all for joining us.  Take care.
Operator:  Thank you for participating in our Briefing from the Field.  Enjoy the rest of your day.
END
