[image: image1.png]





IRC Atlanta Volunteer Opportunities

· Be a Family Mentor

You can “adopt” and work one-on-one with a newly arrived refugee family to help them adjust to their new lives in the United States. This may include English conversation practice, discussions of cultural differences, city orientation and other things involved in getting to know the new community.  Family mentors often volunteer for at least 2 hours a week, for a period of at least 3 months.

· Help out at the Resettlement Shop
Spend a few hours working in this thrift-shop environment to help refugees choose clothing and house wares appropriate for their new homes. You can also help with the presentation of the shop to make it a welcoming place for refugee clients and community donors.  We need volunteers in Shop between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., Mondays – Thursdays.

· Organize a donations drive

You can mobilize volunteers within your neighborhoods, workplaces, social groups, etc., to donate much needed items to our refugee families. These drives may have themes (i.e. jeans & t-shirts, toys, computers) and items can be delivered to the IRC office or directly to refugees in need. 

· Tutor refugee youth
IRC’s Cross-Cultural After School Program is designed for refugee and American students in grades 5 through 12.  The program staff also organizes games, conflict resolution and leadership skills activities for the youth. The program needs volunteers to provide homework help, mentoring, and support for students attending the program.  The program takes place from Monday – Friday, between 3:30 and 5:30 p.m. Volunteers can also provide one on one tutoring for youth clients outside these hours.

· Teach a refugee how to use public transportation

The IRC staff show clients how to use MARTA to access the IRC office and the DeKalb Medical Center.  Volunteers can reinforce the staff’s activities by teaching clients how to read MARTA route maps, and where to get on the bus or train.  Volunteers can also teach refugees how to ride MARTA to the downtown area, parks, malls, and other points of interest.

· Help provide fun and educational activities for refugee children

IRC’s First Things First Program (the Mother’s ESL class) provides English instruction to refugee women while providing educational childcare to their young children. We need volunteers to help care for the children while their mothers are in class, from 10 a.m. to noon, Monday — Thursday. 

· Help a refugee to find a job

You can help us to conduct employment orientations and job skills training classes, either one-on-one or in bigger groups, on topics like Interviewing, Resume Writing, Interview Skills, Filling out Applications, etc.  Volunteers can also help to take clients on job interviews, and for employment orientations and drug tests.

· ESL Tutor
Our English as a Second Language (ESL) Program helps newly arrived refugees to learn English so that they can secure early employment and perform the daily tasks necessary for their family's well-being. You can assist our teachers to teach ESL to individuals or subgroups in the IRC Adult or Mother’s ESL classes, using our materials and methods.  The adult ESL classes take place from 9-11 a.m. and from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday-Friday. The Mother’s Class takes place from 10 a.m. to noon, Monday-Thursday.

· Case Manager Assistant

The Case manager Assistant will assist casework staff in providing services to newly arriving refugees, including setting up apartments for new arrivals; assisting clients with application for Social Security and state identification cards; teaching clients how to cash checks and use public transportation; assisting clients with medical appointments, grocery shopping, and school; and preparing forms and paperwork. We need case manager assistants between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Mondays to Fridays.

· Clerical Assistant

The Volunteer Clerical Assistant will provide clerical assistance, such as filing documents and case files, data entry, photocopying, and reception duties at the IRC office. We need volunteers between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Mondays to Fridays.

· Share your professional and language/translation skills with IRC Atlanta

Lawyers, doctors, dentists and computer specialists are just a few examples of the types of volunteers who can provide pro-bono services to the IRC and our clients. If you speak another language, such as Turkish, Somali, Swahili, Farsi, Arabic, Russian, French, Pulaar, Burmese, Kirundi, Vietnamese, Karen or Spanish, you can volunteer as an interpreter for our refugee families.

· Spread the Word

IRC needs volunteers to spread the word about our organization, refugees and our volunteer opportunities.  Volunteers can post flyers around their neighborhoods (e.g. shops, grocery stores, cafes, etc.) and tell their friends about the work they do with IRC.  

· Teach in the Computer Lab

IRC needs volunteers to help clients utilize computer equipment and to provide them with the necessary guidance. Computer lab monitors will help refugee clients learn how to navigate the Internet, set up email accounts, improve their typing skills, create resumes, and learn the basic of using MS Office. 

For more information about these opportunities, please contact us at Volunteer_Atlanta@theIRC.org or call our Volunteer Coordinator at (404) 292-7731 x 26.
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