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Advocating for Refugees in Texas











Refugees are people who are forced to flee their homes and seek safety in another country, often without warning. Right now, there are more than 60 million forcibly displaced people worldwide. In FY15, Texas resettled 8,298 refugees, or more than 10% of all refugees who came to the U.S. Once resettled, these refugees quickly become assets to their communities as employees, students, business owners, faith leaders, and homeowners. However, refugees in Texas need advocates now more than ever to secure the funds and protect the programs that make resettlement possible. 

Stay Informed
The first step to becoming a refugee advocate is staying abreast of current events that affect refugee resettlement. Here are several ways to find current information:
· Like the IRC Dallas on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IRCinDallas/ 
· Review recent legislation: http://www.rcusa.org/refugee-policy-updates 
· Sign up for the Refugee Advocacy Listserv: RefugeeAdvocacy@googlegroups.com

Organize in Your Community
Vibrant and diverse communities are perfect for organization on behalf of refugees. You can create a new refugee advocacy network by reaching out to existing groups and interested community members. Then, mobilize this network to make a difference by doing any of the following advocacy activities:
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· Start a letter-writing campaign
· Organize legislative visits
· Share action alerts online
· Host #RefugeesWelcome and World Refugee Day events in your neighborhood
· Volunteer with/donate to a local resettlement agency

· Invite a prominent refugee or refugee advocate to speak at your local community center
· Distribute educational handouts to your community (Resources: http://www.rcusa.org/who-is-a-refugee/) 
· Hold a workshop to educate the community about the refugee resettlement process and advocacy
Take Action
· Participate in urgent action alerts: http://www.rcusa.org/advocate-now/ 
· Learn how to organize legislative visits: http://www.rcusa.org/blog/rcusa-local-congressional-visit-toolkit-2016  
· Contact your legislators through letters, calls, and social media

Sample Messaging: “This is _____ from _____, and I support refugee resettlement in Texas. My community welcomes refugees, and I urge Congress to increase funding for refugee protection and resettlement.” 

URGENT NEED: Tell Congress that You Oppose Trump’s Executive Order About Refugees
President Donald Trump has announced that the U.S. government will stop resettling refugees from certain countries; pause the entire refugee resettlement program for 120 days; preference religious minorities; and reduce the number of refugees we welcome at the very time when they are most in need of safety. These announcements fly in the face of our best values of compassion, hospitality, and welcome. With more than 65 million forcibly displaced in the world--the worst in our global history--it is more important than ever to take action by condemning this new policy. 

Call 202-224-3121 
to be connected with your 2 Senators and 1 Representative
Find a script at rcusa.org/advocate-now

Contact Your State Representatives
Several anti-refugee and anti-immigrant bills have been filed in the Texas House and Senate for the 2017 legislative session. Call your state representatives regularly to let them know that your community welcomes refugees!

Find your state representatives: http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx 
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