
The International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) is recognised 
globally as a leader in preventing 
and responding to violence 
against women and girls (VAWG) 
in conflict and other emergencies. 
The IRC’s work with adolescent 
girls envisions a world where girls envisions a world where 
girls can build healthy and 
productive lives, emerge as 
leaders and participants within 
their communities, and be 
protected from violence, sexual 
abuse and exploitation.

Global efforts to prevent and respond to gender-based violence (GBV) in 

emergencies are stronger today than they have ever been. Pledges made at the 

2013 ‘Call to Action to Protect Women and Girls in Emergencies’ and the 2014 

‘Global Summit to End Sexual Violence in Conflict’ are testimonies to donors’, UN 

agencies’ and humanitarian organizations’ commitment on this issue. However, 

these and other commitments, such as the ones made at the May 2014 

High-Level Conference on South Sudan in Oslo, are yet to translate into real 

change on the ground for women and girls in the world’s newest countrchange on the ground for women and girls in the world’s newest country.

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) has spoken to women and girls in 

Unity, Lakes, Jonglei, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, and Central Equatoria states since 

the beginning of this conflict. They have told us about the risks they are exposed 

to and the violence they face: rape, sexual exploitation, abduction and intimate 

partner violence. The same risks and violence women and girls in emergencies 

have been exposed to for decades. They are still waiting for global commitments 

to manifest in their lives and allow them to live in safety and dignity.
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