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NEW MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR EDUCATION IN EMERGENCIES, 

LAUNCHED IN SOUTH AFRICA

November 29, 2004, Capetown, South Africa—New minimum global standards for education in crisis settings are being launched in Capetown, South Africa on December 2, 2004 by the Inter-Agency Network on Education in Emergencies, of which the IRC is a leading member.

“When children’s lives are disrupted by conflict, emergency education becomes a protector and a healer,” says Rebecca Winthrop, the IRC’s education program advisor. “The minimum standards that we’re introducing aim to vastly improve the quality and access of educational services for children during humanitarian emergencies.” 

· The new minimum standards handbook provides guidelines that will help education providers improve teacher training as well as the design, implementation, development and administration of education programs.  

· The guidelines also focus on building local capacity, and more effective coordination with local and international partners, education authorities and host communities.  

· The guidelines also seek to establish environmental standards conducive to improved learning opportunities, by linking education programs to psychosocial aid, shelter, health, water supply, sanitation, nutrition and security.

“The IRC, which provides learning programs for conflict-affected children in more than 20 countries, will immediately put these standards to use in crisis settings like Darfur, Chechnya and Uganda,” says Winthrop.


The handbook follows an extensive consultative process that involved over 2,250 individuals from more than 50 countries.  It is designed to give governments and humanitarian workers the tools that they need to address the Education for All and UN Millennium Development Goals. The launch of the standards will be followed by efforts to promote and implement them around the world.
To arrange interviews with Rebecca Winthrop or IRC education program coordinators from Afghanistan, Guinea , Kenya and Liberia who are attending the Capetown conference, call +27 21 434 3344 or  +1  646-321-4406.
The handbook is available at:  http://www.ineesite.org/standards/default.asp .  

Founded in 1933, the non-profit, non-sectarian International Rescue Committee is a global leader in emergency relief, rehabilitation, protection, post-conflict development, advocacy and resettlement services for refugees and others uprooted or affected by violent conflict and persecution. The IRC is committed to restoring freedom, human dignity and self-reliance. For more information, visit www.theIRC.org.
_1144056393.bin

